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Reuters in Atlanta

The in-form Orlando Magic are one
win away from reaching the Eastern
Conference finals after a crushing
victory that left the Atlanta Hawks on
the brink of elimination.

The Magic, winners of 13 suc-
cessive gamessince April 2, cruised to
a 105-75 victory over the Hawks to
claim a commanding 3-0 lead in the
best-of-seven series; the Hawks are
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guys were ready ...
We came out early in
the second half with
a big lead and still
played even harder

Stan Van Gundy, the head
coach of the Orlando Magic
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In the Western Conference, the
Los Angeles Lakers also hold a 3-0
serieslead after edging past Utah Jazz
111-110, courtesy of a late run that saw
back-to-back three pointers by Kobe
Bryant and Jeff Fisher in the game’s
final minute.

The Jazz, who grabbed a loose
inbound pass by the Lakers, had
two chances to win themselves in the
final seconds, but Deron Williams
missed a long jumper and teammate
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play game four in Utah today.

In Atlanta, the 30-point margin
of defeat marked the worst home
play-offioss in the franchise’s history
and prompted Hawks centre Al Hor-
ford to urge on his teammates.

“Effort. Effort. That's all it is,” he
said. “Tt’s frustrating. I'm not the kind
of person who's going to go out there
and point people out. I'll let them
know. But you're not going to see me
cursing somebody out. They know

Drawing momentum from thei
second-half comeback in the previ
ous game, Orlando built a 28-1i
first-quarter lead and stretched it t
52-33 by half-time.

Rashard Lewis led the Magic witl
22 points and Dwight Howard adde
21pointsand 16 rebounds. The Magi
bench contributed 30 points whil
logging significant minutes.

“Itlooked like our guys wereread
to play. We came out early in th

In with a shout. Paddlers in the Liechtenstein Princely Navy Team give their all during yesterday’s
Deep Water Bay Dragon Boat Regatta. More than 1,300 competitors in about 75 teams took part, with the
South Eagle and Hoi Fu Jai teams declared the joint winners of the main Open division. Photo: K.Y. Cheng
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Goals from unlikely sources have p1
the Pittsburgh Penguins one wi
away from an Eastern Conferenc
final appearance after they beat tk
Montreal Canadiens 2-1in game fiv

Penguins defencemen Kris Le
tang and Sergei Gonchar, who con
bined for just 14 goals in the reguk
season, battled to keep the Can:
diensatbay in the third period to tal
a3-2 best-of-seven series lead.

The Penguins reunited top sco
ers Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malk
on the first line to spark a lacklust
offence, but they combined for ju
one assist. .

Letang opened the scoring with
slapshot in the first before Gonch
converted a wrister in the second.

The Canadiens outshot the Pei
guins 33-25, including a 15-6 edge
the final period when they attempte
to overhaul the deficit. The seri
heads to Montreal for game six tode

Penguins goaltender Marc-And
Fleury, who backstopped the team
the Stanley Cup last year, stoppt¢



